THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

seven more: a total of sixty-two. We lost thirteen
fighters and twelve pilots.
The Great German Defeat of August 15
Attacks on aerodromes had accompanied the
raids of August 12 and on the following days some
more air bases were attacked, while the ports con-
tinued also to receive attention. Southampton was
raided on both August 13 and 14, when the Luftwaffe
lost seventy-eight and thirty-one aircraft, respec-
tively, in the various air battles that took place
over and around our coasts; we lost seventeen
fighters in two days, but the pilots of ten were
saved. The Germans claimed 132 British aircraft
destroyed on August 13 alone. All previous Ger-
man losses were thrown completely into the shade
by those incurred on August 15, which was a day
of dark disaster for the German air force. The
attacks on that day were directed mainly against
aerodromes in the south-east of England, some har-
bours also being visited, and more than 1000 Ger-
man aircraft in all were engaged, 600 of these being
bombers. 180 enemy machines were destroyed, 158
by our fighters and twenty-two by the ground de-
fences. We lost thirty-four fighters but seventeen of
the pilots in them were saved. It was the most
shattering defeat ever suffered by the German air
force, or, indeed, by any air force in the history of
air warfare; but a-still heavier one was to follow a
mpnth later, as the next chapter will show.
Goring, no doubt, had hoped that his serried
phalanx of bombers and fighters would be able by
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